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insights on what a really diverse language policy could involve, promoting a full-blown -out prejudice, merely as one shade in the linguistic rainbow shining over the southern tip of the continent, will the language scene in South Africa be purported to have truly concerned with issues around language and nationhood in South Africa. My contention point of departure for the African languages is essentially the apartheid-era situation which cemented a narrowly ethnic approach to the living reality of language varieties. from both internal and external agencies that brought about promising developments not devoid of a lasting impact on ethnicity. I feel that this aspect could have been given -ous works on the South African language scene which dwell at length on Afrikaans, but brought forth by the construction of the African languages in South Africa, as well as an assessment of that legacy, researched as sharply as the other topics in the book are, undoubtedly would have offered original insights and suggestions to a terrain rarely ploughed. If African languages in present-day South Africa are to be given their dues, there is a need to re-assess the past, overcome the apartheid episode and take stock of on their present role and place in the country -as much, arguably, as that of Afrikaans. It is high time the apartheid episode is dismissed. language policy marked the elitist and top-down approach preferred by the powers that -foundly unequal to the promises of democracy even as they were embedded in the (then) recently proclaimed constitution. Orman speaks of overt and covert language policy to differ from him on his generally pessimistic assessment of the situation.
Orman explains the lack of attention to the language issue during the Mbeki era as being -guments, I would like to add another line of explanation which takes a more political angle.
of its implementation have shown the readiness of Afrikaans pressure groups to use leaders who still nurture a strong antipathy for that language, it was necessary to see it to promote linguistic diversity that could have the undesirable side effect of providing particularly what happened in the judiciary. After Afrikaans was discontinued as a language of record, leading to a de facto now admitted, suggesting that Afrikaans had to be downgraded before a change could be implemented. Far from undermining civil society and bringing forth homogenisation -It is my contention that the hype provoked by the Bill (never tabled in parliament) announced a gradual shift in government policy, which henceforward became more concerned with African languages. It seems that government chose to resort to existing broadcaster) is one such example.
(as Orman had already observed). However, an important and potentially far-reaching policy change occurred that Orman -mostly concerned with the diminishing place of in the production of serials using only or mostly African languages. In the same vein, all eleven languages, adding Venda, Swati whether in the historical background or the present-day context. For example, it does not mention dual-and parallel-medium schools (English/Afrikaans) that constituted a and changing situation in such a very short span of time.
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